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CT Office of the Arts and Windham Arts
The CT Office of the Arts (COA) is part of CT’s Department of Economic and Community Development.  The Office of the Arts partners with 
Designated Regional Cultural Service Organizations that serve as local field offices to constituents and citizens.  This statewide Network plays a 
key role that is mutually beneficial to the state’s citizens and the creative economy, the regional arts and cultural infrastructure and COA’s goals, 
programs and services.  These service organizations support Connecticut’s economy and provide arts and cultural leadership at a regional level.
 
Windham Arts was founded in 1999 as an artist collaborative and matured into the organization it is today.  In addition to supporting the arts, 
culture, history, tourism and economic development in Eastern CT, it also provides Eastern CT with Peer Advisors as part of the State’s Peer 
Advisor Network.(PAN) 

Valuable peer support can provide that expert, outside perspective you need to help with planning, organizational issues, financial management, 
technology, programming, marketing, community engagement, evaluation and more.  Peer Advisors are committed to maintaining confidentiality 
of all information shared during a PAN consultancy.  Likewise, PAN office staff and COA keep confidential all information related to a Peer Advisor 
consultancy. 
 
Our Mission:
To develop and support the promotion of the Arts, Cultural Resources, History,  Tourism, and Economic Development 
of the Northeast Connecticut Region. As the designated regional cultural service organization for Northeast Connecticut we strive to support 
the state’s creative economy and provide cultural leadership to a broad diversity of regional constituents. As the Designated 
Regional Service Organization of Northeast Connecticut  our mission is to  develop and sustain industry and cross sector 
relationships and convene constituents to assess need, provide coordinated marketing, technical assistance, advocacy 
and other relevant services and programs; and lastly support specific COA programs and services.

Our Goals:
Comprehensive Representation of the industry
Develop relationships within and between arts, cultural, heritage and tourism organizations, groups, hybrid organizations and individuals (artists) 
with keen attention on diversity and differing ability.

To learn more about Windham Arts please visit windhamarts.org

Eastern CT Arts Magazine makes every effort to include all 
materials submitted to us, however there are times when 

we are not able to get everything into an issue. 
 Please be advised that we keep all submitted 

materials to be used in future issues. 
Editorial Content: Windham Arts has sole discretionary rights 

to edit submitted content as they see fit in order to ensure the 
highest quality product and articles. 
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Open 7 Days Year Round
325 Main Street | Niantic, CT

860/739.9018
www.tumbleweedsct.com

MUSIC & BOUTIQUE SHOP

#tumbleweedsct

Buy & Sell
New & Used

CDs • LPs • Tapes

Eco-Friendly
Fair Trade Products

Locally Made
Unique Goods

T-shirts • Hoodies • Tie-dyes
Incense • Tapestries • Funky Clothes

Jewelry • Accessories • Gifts

Over 25,000 CDs & Records in Stock

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!
N o w  S h o p  O n l i n eFabric   Notions   Patterns   Books

Classes Beginners
thru Advanced

860-642-8099
43 Manning Rd   N. Franklin, CT

stitchchicksquiltshop.com

Full Service Quilt ShopFull Service Quilt Shop

EYE APPEALING

stimulating en
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Design Solutions

Innovative
colorful
engaging
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EYE appealing
INSPIRING colorful

8 Sunnyside East Rd. Ext. � Yantic, CT 06389
860.800-6148 or 860-335-1636 � goldenacornstudioct.com

W e ' l l  h e l p  y o u  c u l t i va t e  i t !

 Your local Eastern CT visual 
communications studio where 
creativy never stops growing.
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Special Interest

Tourist In My Own State
Alison Kaufman

It has been a huge treat to become a tourist in my 
own state of Connecticut over the last few months!  
Since joining the team at the Windham Arts as 
Director of Development, I have had the pleasure of 
discovering a wellspring of creativity and community 
spirit. People are enthusiastic about the great things 
happening in Eastern CT and want the rest of the 
state to know.

The Arts & Eats Stroll in October organized by the 
Wilimantic Arts & Eats Council was a terrific way to 
get to know Main Street in Wilimantic.  We started 
at the Windham Textile  Museum then followed our 
knowledgeable leader, Ruth Hartunian-Alumbaugh, 
through the farmers market and up Main Street while 
her lovely daughter Rose, peppered the stroll with 
bits of history, info and lore.  At each stop we were 
greeted by business owners that care about the 
companies they run and want to share what they 
are passionate about.   

Shop Small Business Saturday was another big step 
forward for the shop local movement and it was 
terrific to see people taking the message to heart...
and wallet.  We have so many incredible choices 
in Eastern CT at every price point.  I found treasures 
like cashmere wraps in Hazelwoods, a gorgeous 
gallery setting along Putnam Road in Pomfret, and 
the White Rabbit in Storrs had a collection of vintage 
pieces that are far older than Emily, the friendly 
owner of the eclectic shop.

Another thing I discovered was that even as these 
businesses strive to thrive, there are many that 
continue to make time to give back.  I found a great 
example of this on my first visit to Celebrations, which 
was on a night that they were raising funds to build 
the Regional Community YMCA.   Celebrations has a 
truly impressive collection of fine art, handmade local 
and kitschy gifts.  Don’t miss the incredible Tea that 
they offer!  (You are never too old for a Tea Party) 
you must see why they have garnered many “Best 
Of” Awards.

I have come to discover that are a myriad of fun 
events, and creative programs throughout Eastern 
CT.   Signing up for our newsletter and checking out 
our website are good ways of staying in the know.  We 
alsowant to find out about what you have coming up 

and help you get the word out. Through listings here in 
our magazine, guest spots on our WILI 1400 AM show, 
“Fun, Festivals and Flair” our newsletter and social 
media, we want to help you succeed.  

Culture, History, Art and Tourism. I am finding it all here 
in the NOT so quiet corner of Eastern Connecticut.  I 
look forward to crossing paths with many of you as 
I continue on my adventures to find out how the 
Windham Arts can best serve the creative community.
Learn more about the Windham Arts  and the places 
mentioned on our website: Windhamarts.org
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Windowbox Boutique

Boutiques 

Tucked among the Main Street business hub in 
Stafford Springs is a little independent shop called 
Windowbox Boutique.   This quaint shop may appear 
small, but as you enter through its sunny yellow 
screen door you are transported to a world of 
treasures from around the world that even Indiana 
Jones would covet.   

Owner Franceen Munson delights in catering to 
one-of-kind and hard-to-find items that are fanciful 
and exquisite-from timeless elegance to nostalgic.  
She carries an eclectic array of gifts that have been 
curated from the USA, Canada, England, France, 
Italy, India and Nepal.

Within the walls of this “curiosity” shop you might find 
one of a kind jewelry, books, European perfume, 
unique clothing & scarves, paintings, local organic 

soaps & lotions- all mixed in with the glory of Vintage 
and Antique finds!

Windowbox Boutique stresses the beauty of 
the handmade, old or new, and believes in the 
elevating experience of shopping local! Next time 
you’re out on a Sunday drive, take the road less 
traveled and be sure to visit.  You won’t leave empty 
handed. 

72 Main Street | Stafford Springs, CT 06076
860.987.7421|windowboxboutique.com

STORE HOURS
Wednesday-Saturday: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

 Sundays: 10a.m.-3 p.m.
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Boutiques 

of music, the shop has been steadily evolving into an 
alternative for customers that want to know that their 
purchases are eco-friendly and locally made. 

Tumbleweeds carries clothing made by companies 
that use Fair Trade practices. Tara wants her 
customers to “feel good about the things customers 
can buy here.” 

Tumbleweeds got a big makeover in March when 
they closed for a few days to overhaul the store.  The 
result has been wonderful. It’s easier to navigate 
and aesthetically pleasing. The front cases carry a 
large assortment of handmade jewelry for both men 
and women at prices that fit a broad spectrum of 
budgets. CD bins are separated by genre and listed 
alphabetically.  The back room is full of albums.

The store also has racks of comfortable natural fiber 
clothing and outerwear. Locally made artwork and 
seasonal gifts are available and change all the time.  
There’s always a completely new experience with 
each visit. 

325 Main Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860-739-9018
tumbleweedsct.com

STORE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

One favorite stop on Main Street in Niantic is 
Tumbleweeds, a funky little shop that opened its doors 
in 1974. Owner Tara Wyatt’s father “Pops” started the 
store and ran it until his untimely death in 2006. Tara’s 
journey changed course as she took up the reigns 
and began to grow what her father had started. 

While many still count on Tumbleweed as their “go-
to” shop for records, CD’s and Tara’s vast knowledge 

Tumbleweeds: A Funky Little Shop
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www.panacheofputnam.com

Consignment Boutique
Panache

136 Main Street • Putnam, CT (860) 963-2100

Consigned & New...
Women’s Clothing, Accessories, 

Jewelry & Vintage

Hours:
Wed-Thurs- 10-5

Fri- 10-8
Sat & Sun- 11-4

A local shop carrying unique gifts made in the 
USA, Canada, Europe, and also Fair Trade!

72 Main St. • Stafford Springs, CT 06076
860-987-7421• www.windowboxboutique.com

Jewelry • Locally Crafted Soaps • Cards
Perfume • Nostalgic Treasures • Fine Art

Books • Scarves & Shawls • Fanciful Findings

Window Boutique Ad.indd   1 10/7/14   12:01 PM

Winner of  Connecticut’s Conference on Tourism 2013 Pineapple Award
Eastern Regional Tourism District for Excellence in Tourism Service & Hospitality 

www.taylorbrookewinery.com

Experience the Vintage
of  the Quiet Corner

848 Route 171 • Woodstock, CT 06281 • 860-974-1263
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Daniel Nadeau 
Memorial Scholarship

Windham Arts is the 
Dedicated Regional Service 
Organization for Eastern CT. 

The Daniel K. Nadeau 
Memorial Scholarship 
was created in 2014 
in memory of a young 
man whose creativity 
was unending and 
endearing.  He was an 
avid photographer, with 
special interest in nature, 
as well as a painter, 
sculpture and musician.  
The scholarship will 
enable all kids to 

grow creatively regardless of their socioeconomic 
backgrounds.  Families can apply for assistance for 
any creative instructional program in Eastern CT 
including dance lessons, art lessons, music lessons 
and performing arts.  Support for our young creators 
can be made by sending your tax deductible 
donation to Windham Arts, 1010 Main St, Willimantic, 
CT 06226.

D
aniel

Nadeau
Memorial Scholarship 

The What does that mean?  The State of CT, Office of the 
Arts, created partners to help them meet their goals.  
The Designation Regional Service Organizations are 
their partners and cover every town in the State.  
Windham Arts covers the region from the MA border 
down to Norwich and West to Hebron.  Our mission 
is to promote the arts, culture, history and tourism in 
Eastern CT. 

Directory of Creative People & Businesses: 
WindhamArts.org has a directory where you can 
search for any artist, performer or creative business.  
Links take you directly to their websites and contact 
information is available for you to contact them.

Weekly newsletter and calendar: Our weekly 
electronic newsletter where we keep you informed 
about the arts and tourism industries, grant 
opportunities or professional development programs.  
In addition there is a regional community calendar 
and news about what is going on in our region.  
Anyone can post their information on the calendar 
and can have their programs included in the 
newsletter.

Professional development programs: Programs 
designed specifically for creative businesses and 
professionals in the arts and culture industries.

Weekly radio show: Any creative person, 
organization, business or event planner can come 
on our weekly show and talk about what they do.  
This is a unique opportunity to promote yourself or 
a community event.  “Fun, Festivals and Flair” plays 
each Wednesday on WILI 1400 am at 5:10 pm.

Eastern CT ARTS Magazine: This wonderfully designed 
magazine is published to promote local artists, 
businesses and events throughout our region.  The 
magazine contains feature stories, calendar of 
events and interviews of intriguing people.  It is 
published quarterly and copies are free.

Peer Advisor Network: Windham Arts can match 
any non-profit or emerging group with business 
consultants to help them grow and become 
successful.  Working with the State of CT, consultant 
fees are minimal starting at $100 and are matched 
by the State. 
For more information on Windham Arts and what we do, please visit us 
at WindhamArts.org or call 860-423-6389

Arts in the Community
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Winter Festival

Hebron Maple Sugar FestivalFor the past twenty-four years, the second weekend 
in March has transformed the quiet town of Hebron 
to a bustling center of constant activity. What’s the 
hubbub?  It’s the Annual Maple Festival!  This year 
will mark the 25th Annual Hebron Maple Festival, 
March 14-15, 2015, an Eastern CT event not to be 
missed!

Each year thousands of people come from miles 
around to enjoy and experience the weekend 
of maple related events. The goal of the festival 
is to bring families together and to provide 
noncommercial, inexpensive enjoyment during a 
quiet time of year. Choose from activities such as 
self-guided tours, demonstrations and a variety of 
maple products at local sugar  houses, seeing the 
“Farmer’s Cow”, watching Maple Cotton Candy 
being made, touring a Fire Apparatus, watching 
Blacksmiths craft hand-forges items in the Village 
Blacksmith Shop, Woodworking Demonstration,
Candle making, face painting and so much more!

The event is coordinated by the Hebron Maple 
Festival Committee, comprised of representatives 
from the local sugarhouses, The Chamber of 
Commerce and Windham Arts.  It is a fun, family 
friendly time for kids of all ages.

A complete listing of events can be found on the 
website www.hebronmaplefest.com.  The event 
is free to the public.  All guests are advised to 
visit the website for updated information about 
parking, snow storms, event changes and general 
information.

Windham Arts will have a maple cookbook available 
for purchase during the festival. If you are interest 
in obtianing a copy after festival please contact 
Windham Arts at info@windhamarts.org or call 
860-423-6389.  
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An Eastern Connecticut 
Hidden Gem
The Slater Memorial Museum

By Vivian F. Zoë

In 1886, William Albert Slater, the son of a wealthy 
Norwich industrialist, offered to memorialize his 
father, John Fox Slater, with a new building at the 
Norwich Free Academy.   

He chose Worcester, Massachusetts, architect, 
Stephen C. Earle, to create a distinctive design in 
the Romanesque Revival style.

Dedicated in 1888, the Slater Museum has continued 
to enrich its fine collection through purchases, gifts 
and bequests. The museum houses over 150 plaster 
casts of Classical and Renaissance sculpture, as well 
as Egyptian, Ancient, African, American, European 
and Asian Art and artifacts.

The Slater Museum remains the definitive cultural 
resource for the educational community of Norwich 
Free Academy (NFA), the city of Norwich and 
surrounding towns.  The museum’s collection of 
19th century American regional artists includes 

Museums
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many works that portray genre scenes, landscapes, 
people and the built environment, capturing life in 
Norwich and Southeastern Connecticut.

The Converse Art Gallery, the Slater Museum’s 
changing exhibition space, features the work of 
contemporary artists from around the U.S. and 
the world. On view this season will be the 2014 
Renaissance in Pastel National Exhibition, and Proof 
Positive, an exhibition of work by members of the 
Printmakers' Network of Southern New England. 

108 Crescent Street|Norwich, CT 06360
(860) 425-5563| slatermuseum.org

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesday - Friday .......... 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday ...... 1p.m. - 4 p.m.

Closed Mondays and holidays

THE SLATER MEMORIAL MUSEUM
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Palate Pleasers

Before 2013, when you heard the words “Storrs, CT 
“the first thing that came to mind was UConn.  That 
was then.  Today when you hear the words Storrs, 
CT you think Storrs Center and Dog Lane Cafe. In 
2005 Mansfield Downtown Partnership was formed 
and discussions for the construction of a large-scale, 
mixed-use space project began. 

Dog Lane Cafe: 
COME. SIT. STAY.

Restaurateur Barry Jessurun – who, with his brother, 
Brian, (partners in Vanilla Bean Café, Pomfret and 
85 Main Street, Putnam) saw the potential to fill a 
need, a restaurant that catered to adults instead of 
the students.  It was then that Dog Lane Café was 
conceived. 

Dog Lane, touted as “European/American,” is 
open daily for breakfast starting with omelets, egg 
sandwiches, pancakes and breakfast burritos, and a 
self-serve coffee bar - where you get to make it the 
way you like it. Lunch, the busiest service, features 

a large selection of sandwiches, paninis, wraps and 
grilled burgers and hot dogs, all made to order. 
Want dinner? Nightly dinner specials, like Cabernet-
braised short ribs, steak au poivre, sesame garlic 
glazed salmon and gourmet macaroni and cheese 
are just a few of the items you will find on the menu. 
Desserts with gluten-free options are available as 
well as beer and wine. 

Like its highly successful sister store,  Vanilla Bean 
Café, the restaurant’s design accommodates year-
round business with comfortable indoor seating 
and plenty of outdoor patio seating in the warmer 
months.  Live music is also part of the Dog Lane Café 
experience and it also offers carryout and limited 
service catering for small or large business and social 
events.

Whether you’re are in hurry or want to take some 
time and relax with friends, Dog Lane Café’s style of 
service lets you set your own pace.

1 Dog Lane, 
Storrs, CT 06269

860-429-4900
doglanecafe.com

HOURS
Monday – Thursday: 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Friday: 7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
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108 Crescent Street  
Norwich, CT 06360

Tu - F 9:00 - 4:00
 Sat & Sun 1:00 - 4:00

www.slatermuseum.org
 (860) 425-5563

Located on the campus of Norwich Free Academy, the Slater 
Museum awakens visitors to the richness and diversity of the 
human experience through art and history. The museum is 
open to the public and all are welcome.

Discover the Slater 
Museum this Fall

Introducing

 “The Packing House” 
Historic Venue for Performance & The Arts

Managed and operated by the Friends of The Mill Works, 
The Packing House will offer programming in dance, 

music, film, literature, and the visual arts.

Unique Work Environments for Creative Professionals 
The Mill Works  |  156 River Road, Willington CT 06279

518.791.9474   |   info@themillworks.us   |   www.themillworks.us

• 3,500sf  flexible space
• Available for rent: hourly/  
 daily/recurring blocks of time
• Creative projects, workshops,         
 conferences, events, & more...

The Packing House:

like us on 
facebook

Paint. Drink Wine. 
 

Relax & Have Fun !
Learn a painting step-by-step while enjoying a night out

with friends. Come to Paint Nights at Artique.

Pre-registration is required. Please use our simple 
online calendar to sign up today!

75 Main Street Ste 2    •    Downtown Putnam, CT  06260     • www.artiqueputnam.com
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Coming Full Circle: A 
conversation with David A. Foster
by Alison Kaufman

Lucky breaks, lousy breaks, David 
A. Foster has seen them all.  David 
illustrates the old adage that it’s 
not what life gives you as much as 
it is what you do with it.  This guy 
has done A LOT!    

Being an owner of The Shaboo 
Inn, David opened it’s doors 
October 22, 1971 and over the 
next 11 years, came a cavalcade 
of music legends.   Bonnie Raitt, 
Howlin Wolf, John Lee Hooker, 
Big Mama Thornton, BB King and 
Muddy Waters himself, all graced 
the stage.  It wasn’t just the blues 
world that was represented as 
David has a gift for spotting talent 
poised to take off.   The Police, 
Cheap Trick, Tom Petty, and Dire 
Straits were all there too. 

David’s passion for music is not just 
about the shows he brought to life 
here in Eastern CT but an integral 
part of who he is.  A gifted singer 
since childhood, growing up with 
supportive parents and musical 
siblings, laid the foundation for 
seizing the opportunities ahead.  

I had the chance to speak with 
David as he prepares to release 
his new album, “The Real Thing” 
and celebrate by helping the 
community where it all began 
with a fund raising performance 
at his Alma mater Windham 
High School.  Here is some of our 
conversation.

Community Interest
Ali:  The Shaboo Inn was located 
on the land that is now the 
Eastbrook Mall, correct?

David: Yes, we liked it here, it’s 
home and being between two 
universities made it even better so 
we gave it a go.

Ali: Who played those first shows?

David: My band, which at the 
time was called Grey Controversy 
and a band called Liquid Light, 
the second weekend we had 
Aerosmith.  I found them opening 
for James Montgomery at Boston 
University while scouting in 
September, just before the club 
opened.  They had no record 
deal or anything yet and were 
playing mostly Rolling Stone 
covers, although the weekend 
we had them they performed 
“Dream On” for the first time.

 
Ali:  What did it cost to get in?

David:  One dollar.  One dollar to 
get in and that came with a drink 
card for your first drink. 

Ali:  Even just one of your shows 
feels like “right place at just the 
right time” with a bit of magic 
sprinkled in, but you repeated this 
over and over for 11 years.

David:  We had hundreds of acts 
like that.  It was a time when 
the record companies were 
never more vibrant, organized or 
successful.  It was before they all 

became corporate so it was very 
creative, agents cared about 
buyers and wanted to keep them 
open, meaning, if you did all the 
right things as a buyer/promoter, 
sent in the deposit, signed the 
contracts, took care of the acts 
and paid the bill at the end of the 
night and still fell flat on your face, 
they would stand by you.  Maybe 
make a reduction or steer a house 
packing act your way the next 
week.  It is not that way today, it’s 
a much bigger gamble.  I always 
say that if someone gifted me the 
keys to a beautiful new nightclub 
and “it’s yours”, I wouldn’t take 
it, that’s how hard it is, it’s very 
difficult to make it happen today.

Ali:  You closed up after 11 years. 
And then after working so hard for 
the success you had achieved life 
threw you a curve ball to say the 
least.

David:  Yes, we ran it until 1982 
and things had changed. The tax 
laws for one, being a big factor, 
people were getting married, 
having children, had houses with 
mortgages, it was time.  We had 
sold the club and the land to 
Eastbrook Mall and 2 days before 
the closing we had the fire.  Some 
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kids from the Mansfield Volunteer 
Fire Department broke in the club 
and turned the valves so that 
the water could not drop from 
the tower to the sprinkler system, 
then set the fire with gasoline so 
they could come back to put it 
out.  Our scheduled closing was 
now for a building that was no 
more.  The real kicker here is that 
just a week before, the insurance 
company had called informing 
us that our rate had tripled now 
that the building had been 
vacated.  We kinda laughed 
and said that it’s been here since 
1857, the closing is in a couple 
of days, thanks but no thanks...
sure enough the very next day 
the building burnt down.   It took 
five months to find out who did 
it, the kids got rehabilitation, no 
retribution was paid, and the town 
was never sued, our parents were 
adamant about this not being 
the town’s fault.  We had worked 
so hard to pay off that building, it 
was a difficult time to go through, 
having it all taken away but one 
thing is certain...It sure gave me 
license to sing the blues!!!

Ali:  I love that your take away 
attitude is so positive!  Let’s fast 
forward to today and some really 
exciting things happening as we 
start 2015.  First up, performing 
with your band, the Shaboo 
All-Stars, at your alma mater, 
Windham High School, to raise 
funds for the Music Department.

David:   This is my home town, I’ve 
lived here all my life.  Whenever 

school budgets get cut it seems 
it’s the arts that get hit first, 
then sports and so on.  Being a 
music lover and caring about 
this community, I just wanted to 
do something to help the Music 
Department in some way.  I want 
them to have the ability to travel 
as a band or fill whatever need 
might come up. We also hope 
to ignite passion in the students. 
We will be inviting members of 
the Jazz Band up to play and 
experience the thrill of jamming. 

Ali:  The night of the show will also 
be a celebration of the release 
of your brand new album, The 
Real Thing.  I’ve had the pleasure 
of getting to hear it and it’s a 
wonderful collection of 12 songs. 
Can you tell me a bit about what 
went into the making of it?

David:  I started planting the 
seed about a year and a half 
ago, to get the Phantom Blues 
Band to record with me.  My dear 
friend Mike Finnigan produced it 
with Tony Braunagel and began 
sending me music over a year 
before we started recording, so 
I had to go through the process 
of fielding a lot of material to get 
to a place where I had what I 
wanted to record.  Next came 
sorting out how I wanted to sing 
it, how many keys? How will I use 
my voice?  Whether it’s crooning 
or using my deeper side, which 

is really my vocal wheelhouse 
in the lower register, all this had 
to be figured out.  By the end 
of last January we had started 
recording, once we had that 
done we had to wait five months 
for Ed Cherney to mix it.  Ed was 
working with Bette Midler on her 
latest release and it was well 
worth the wait, you can hear 
and feel the caliber of his work 
on The Real Thing.  It turned out 
great and I am hopeful it will be 
well received.  Look, I know there 
are so many musicians trying 
their best, I understand it is like 
swimming upstream and most 
radio play is devoted to a young 
demographic, but we hope to 
reach a broad audience that will 
enjoy this new album. 

David’s many accolades and 
awards are a reflection of David 
A. Foster’s generous spirit.  As 
much as he gets, he always 
seems to give back more; 
through his music and community 
involvement.

Looking forward to 2015 from 
this full circle moment in David’s 
journey, I wish him continued 
success and many more fantastic 
stories ahead !

For more information about 
Shaboo Productions, The 
Mohegan Sun Allstars and 
The Real Thing please visit 
dafostermusic.com
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Olive Oil and Art?

What do olive oil and art have in common?  
On the surface you would say nothing, but below 
the surface lay a different story.  The common 
element is an appeal to the senses, one to our 
senses of taste and smell and the other to our 
senses of (aesthetic) taste and touch.  Both 
have texture, color and a visual component that 
subconsciously heighten our awareness of these 
senses. 

Sabor 44 an Olive Oil Tap Room and Art Gallery 
opened in May 2014 with excitement and 
anticipation. Owner and entrepreneur Luis 
Valentin, wasn’t completely sure how the “mix” 
would work but he was determined to try. An artist 
at heart and a “connoisseur” for truly magnificent 
food Luis stepped out on the limb. Seven months 
later, Sabor 44 is flourishing and is the topic of 
conversation among all who have visited and 
sampled these luxurious oils and visited an art 
gallery for only those with “refined” taste. 

During a recent conversation with Luis he talked 
about how he enjoyed educating his guests 
about olive oil.  He says, “Olive oil is more than 
just oil.  Different olives give a different body and 
weight in addition to taste and smell.  Pressings 
of the olives make a difference too.  Producing 
olive oil is a business but creating flavor is an art.  
He says, “Sabor 44 offers a medley of savory 

Specialty Shop

olive oils and vinegars straight from our fustis, or 
taps. Before you buy, explore the diversity of the 
flavors by sampling each one to discover what 
your favorites are.  If you think being exposed 
to a variety of olive oils and vinegars is culturally 
exhilarating, then try our selection of organic 
herbs and spices; they will take you around the 
world and back.”

In addition to their oils, vinegars and spices Sabor 
44 also carries a selection of gourmet pastas, 
chocolates, cheese, beautiful glassware and 
pottery. 

Still want more? During your visit, don’t forget to 
check out the Art Gallery making Sabor 44 Olive 
Oil Tap Room and Gallery 44 an experience for 
all your senses.
 

44 Main Street, 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076

(860) 971-5002  
sabor44.com

STORE HOURS
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Unique Work Environments for Creative Professionals 
The Mill Works  |  156 River Road, Willington CT 06279

518.791.9474   |   info@themillworks.us   |   www.themillworks.us

A Creative Community...

~ Studios Available to Lease from 150sf

  ~ Gardiner Hall, Jr. Museum at The Mill Works

    ~ First Sundays at The Mill Works Monthly Series 
       ~ The Packing House Historic Venue for Performance & The Arts         
  

COME. SIT. STAY.

IT IS ALL ABOUT THE QUALITY

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

860-429-4900
www.DogLaneCafe.com

High quality, freshly-prepared foods
House-made Soups and Chilies

Foods from Local Growers
Vegan & Gluten Free Items

One Dog Lane
Storrs Center

Storrs, Connecticut

Coffee / Lattes / Smoothies

Sandwiches / Burgers / Salads

Baked Goods / Desserts

Theatre of Northeastern Connecticut
30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, CT

860-928-7887

Experience live theatre
with the magic of

Putnam’s 
turn of the century

vaudeville playhouse!

Visit us on line at

www.thebradleyplayhouse.org

Photo by Chris Atwood

NECT Ad.indd   1 7/12/13   8:32 AM
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STORE HOURS
Mon     Closed
Tues-Sat 10 AM - 5 PM
Thu  10 AM - 8 PM
Sun   12 AM - 4 PM

Specialty Shop

It was once thought by many that art was painting 
and sculptures.  However, in the 21st century art 
takes on many forms and uses many and varied 
mediums. Quilts, once made only for function are 
one of today’s most widely practiced forms of art.  
Gone are the “squares” of yesteryear sewn together 
and filled with heavy flannel. Today’s quilts take on 
more vibrant and intercut designs. No one knows this 
better than Debbie Mackenzie, owner and “head 
chick” of Stitch Chicks quilt shop in Franklin. 

Debbie has been quilting since the 70’s and has 

Stitch Chicks-The Friendly Quilt 
Shop Next Door

watched quilting evolve from its “primitive” form 
to the artistic form that is today. She says, “rotary 
cutters and rulers were not around in the 70’s. The 
patterns and tools we have today are so much more 
advanced and the patterns are more creative.” 

Debbie always dreamed of opening her own quilt 
shop and with her strong desire to keep the art of 
quilting alive she debuted Stitch Chicks Quilt Shop 
in November 2013 with the hope of passing her 
experience and knowledge along to the younger 
generation. 

Stitch Chicks is a full service quilt shop, which has 
everything from class instruction to specialty threads, 
patterns, batting, thousands of fabric selections, 
and much, much more. Whether you’re a novice 
or an experienced quilter, Stitch Chicks beginner 
classes cover basic introduction to quilting including 
fabric selection, rotary cutting, seam allowance, 
pressing, and other techniques to make strip quilts, 
wall hangings, and more.  Advanced classes 
continue with an ongoing introduction to quilting 
including pattern selection, special tool selection & 
use, special piecing and other techniques to make 
advanced quilting projects. 

Don’t miss a chance to stop by and visit this cozy 
quilt shop! 

43 Manning RD, 
North Franklin, CT 06254 

860-642-8099
stitchchicksquiltshop.com 



19

3 WEEK SUMMER SCHOOL
8AM TO 4PM

COME FOR 1, 2, OR 
ALL 3 WEEKS

1/2 OR FULL DAY OPTIONS

D O W N T O W N  P U T N A M ,  C T  •  8 6 0 . 9 6 3 . 7 1 7 0  •  W W W. T H E C P A C . O R G

SUMMER
PERFORMING 

and 
CREATIVE 

ARTS 
SCHOOL

July 14th - Aug 1st

READY FOR SUMMER?!

Experience a world of creativity and 

expression through dance, music, 

theatre, writing, creative process 

work and imaginative expression. 

Integration of all artistic mediums. 

Developing a strong mind and body. 

Ages 5 to 18. Intensive tracks of 

study or recreational exploration.  

Call for pricing! 
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:

To bring out each student’s individual talent and creativity 
in a non-competitive and supportive atmosphere. 

OUR MISSION:

Connecticut Lyric 
Opera’s production 
of Puccini’s 

Saturday • May 10 • 7:30 p.m.
Hyde Cultural Center, Woodstock, CT
$30.00 Reserved Seating 
$20.00 General Admission
$15.00 Students at Box Offi ce locations

of Puccini’s 

Saturday • May 10 • 7:30 p.m.

Madama 
Butterfly

Box Offi ce 860-928-2946 or visit 
www.performingartsNECT.org. 
Tickets available at Pomfret Spirit 
Shoppe, Pomfret and Flying Carpet 
Studio, Putnam. Group Rates available.

Great Mother’s Day Gift:
Pre-Theater Dinner at Grill 37, Pomfret 
$25 per person - 5:30pm 
Call 860-315-5640 - www.grill37.com
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Founded in 1985, The Garde Arts Center, Inc. is 
a non-profit professional performing arts center 
nationally recognized for its unique architecture and 
multi-faceted programming serving Southeastern 
Connecticut.

Located in the heart of downtown New London, 
the Garde owns and operates the historic Garde 
theatre, one of the few remaining historic movie 
palaces in Connecticut. Built in 1926 during the 
golden era of the motion pictures and vaudeville 
theatres, Moroccan interior of the Garde Theatre, 
along with the expanded lobbies and function 
spaces, provide a very audience-friendly theatre 
venue in a warm and beautiful atmosphere.

As Hollywood films transition to a completely digital 
format, the Garde Arts Center was determined to 
ensure that the legacy of 87 years of movie-going 
at New London’s nationally-acclaimed and fully-
restored Garde Movie Palace would be able to 
continue.

The Campaign to Save Movies at the Garde was 
publicly launched in September 2013 to custom-
design and install a Hollywood-certified digital 
cinema projection and audio system.

With individual, business, school and foundation 
gifts – ranging from $5 to $100,000 – from throughout 
Connecticut and beyond, the Garde now boasts a 
new state-of-the-art 4K cinema projection and audio 
system (designed by the award-winning engineers 
of Boston Light & Sound) that surpasses the visual 
and audio quality of 35mm film.   The Campaign 
was also able to save the Garde’s 35mm projectors 

Theater
Garde Arts Center
By Jeanne Siegel

by connecting them into the new cinema audio 
system.
Under the new name of Garde Cinema: The Real 
Movie Palace Experience, the Garde Arts Center 
will be able to present new and classic movies and 
other projected programs in almost any format: 
DCP, Blu-ray, Internet, Video cameras, computers, 
cable and closed-circuit television, and even 35mm 
projection. Our live performances, educational 
programming and musical concerts will continue 
under the Garde Arts Center name.

The Campaign continues to receive donations to 
underwrite costs of maintenance, new technological 
capacities, and expanded Garde Cinema programs 
year-round.  Special Named Opportunities and are 
offered for qualified donors.  Call 860-444-4430 for 
further information or visit gardearts.org

325 State Street, 
New London, CT 06320

(860) 444-7373
gardearts.org

HOURS
Monday-Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Closed Saturday and Sunday
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VISIT 
www.pbolc.com 

TO APPLY ONLINE & 
WATCH MORTGAGE RATES.

Apply. Refinance. 
Prequalify. 

(800) 377-4424   putnambank.com

STUDENT LOANS!

860-886-0576 • 800-724-0779 • 9 Convenient Locations

Going on to College?
Need Financial Assistance?

We Can Help!

www.coreplus.studentchoice.org

FINE 
COMMERCIAL 
PRINTING
• Print Management
• Print Production
• Print Solutions
• Business Cards 
• Letterheads
• Envelopes
• Forms
• Brochures
• Newsletters
• Computer Checks

... and more

P.O. Box 88, Willimantic, CT 06226
Phone: 860.423.8779 • Fax: 860.423.3849 
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Brandy & Brew Package StoreBrandy & Brew Package Store

315 Boston Post Rd. ∙ Windham, CT 06280 ∙ (860) 456-2651

Family owned and operated. 

Brandy & Brew Package  carries a vast 
assortment of domestic and foreign 
wines, beers and liquors. 
 
Don’t see what you’re looking for on our 
shelves? We’ll be happy to special order 
an item for you. 

ARTS
CULTURE
HISTORY

Eastern CT Arts Council
(formerly Windham Arts) 

The Designated Regional 
Service Organization for 
Eastern and Northeastern CT.  

Eastern CT

Visit our “Creative Directory” on our website to �nd local creative 
people and businesses including artists, restaurants, 

musicians, museums and farms.

1010 Main Street Willimantic, CT 06226 860-423-6389 info@windhamarts.org
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We are your Local, Friendly,
Small Town Printer

& Advertising Specialist!

  Buying your
    printing on
 the internet?

Let us show you
the advantages of

printing locally!

124 Westcott Road • Danielson, CT  06239 • (860) 412-9113

A place where the work of local artists 
and artisans can be seen, appreciated 

and supported

A place where artistic expression 
and creativity can be explored 

and celebrated

A place where art skills can be learned, 
refreshed or broadened in a pleasant, 

comfortable space
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Things to Do
Cross Country Skiing
Mansfield Hollow State Park
Natchaug State Forest

Ice Fishing
Quaddick Lake in Thompson 
Black Pond in Woodstock 
Killingly Pond, Killingly  
Chase Reservoir, Killingly

Outdoor Skating Rink
Foxwoods Resort Casino
Now through- March 8, 2015

Sledding
Fort Griswold State Park, Groton

Sleigh Rides 
Cedar Knoll Farm
57 Kimball Rd.
Lisbon, CT 06351
860-376-8110
cedarknoll.net

Snowmobiling
Natchaug State Forest, Eastford
Nipmunk State Forest, Union
Pachaug State Forest, Voluntown

Hygienic Art 36 - 
Salon Des Independents
January 31- February 14, 2015
Hygienic Art, Inc.
79 Bank Street
New London, CT 06320
860-443-8001
hygienic.ning.com

Laskianen Paiva (Sledding Day)
February 7, 2015
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Finnish American Heritage Society
76 N. Canterbury Rd.
Canterbury, CT
860-546-6671
fahs-ct.org

Romantic Willimantic’s 11th Annual 
Chocolate Festival
February 14, 2015
11 a.m. -3 p.m.
Don’t miss this year’s chocolate 
festival as local businesses open 
their doors with free chocolate 
and menu specials. 

5th Annual Putnam Fire and Ice 
Festival  
February 14, 2015 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
discoverputnam.com

Winter Blues Fest
February 21, 2015
8 p.m.
Willimantic Elks Club
198 Pleasant St.
Willimantic, 06226

Tickets are available in Willimantic 
at Willi Food CoOp or Swiftwaters 
Artisans Cooperative, or by calling 
860 450-0918 for a $20 donation.

“Stages of Enchantment: The 
Puppet Theaters of Blair Thomas & 
Company”
Now through February 22, 2015
Ballard Institute and 
Museum of Puppetry
1 Royce Circle
Storrs, CT 06268
(860) 486-8580
bimp.uconn.edu
Tue.-Sun.: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

25th Hebron Maple Festival
March 14-15, 2015 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. both days. 
Free event.
hebronmaplefest.com
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EntertainmentGarde Arts Center

50 Shades! The Musical Parody
February 7, 2015 | 8:00 p.m.

ECSO: Carnivale
February 21, 2015 | 8:00 p.m.

STOMP
February 22, 2015 | 5:00 p.m.

I Love Lucy Live
March 5, 2015 | 7:30 p.m.

George Thorogood & The 
Destroyers
March 7, 2015 | 8:00 p.m.

325 State Street 
New London, CT 06320
860-444-7373

To purchase tickets visit 
gardearts.org.

The Bradley Playhouse
Caught in the Net
February 6, 7, 13, 14 at 7:30 p.m. • 
February 1, 8, 15 at 2 p.m

Nunsense
April 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7:30 
p.m. • April 12, 19, 26 at 2 p.m.

The Man Who Came to Dinner
June 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 
p.m. • June 7, 14, 21 at 2 p.m.

30 Front Street 
Putnam, CT 06260
860-928-7887

To purchase tickets visit
thebradleyplayhouse.org

Connecticut Repertory Theater
Lysistrata
February 26 - March 3, 2015

Band of the Black Hand
March 26 - April 24, 2015

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
April 23 - My 3, 2015

802 Bolton Rd, Unit 1127 
Storrs, CT 06269-1127
860-486-2113

For show times and to purchase 
tickets visit http://crt.uconn.edu/

Windham Theater Guild
The Nerd
February 13, 14, 15 (matinee)
February 19, 20, 21, 22 (matinee)

Broadway classic STOMP comes to Philly…photo 
from http://www.hotticketsforschools.com/

photo:http://crt.uconn.edu

Patsy Cline
March 27, 28, 29 (matinee)
April 9, 10, 11, 12 (matinee)

Cuckoo’s Nest
May 29, 30, 31 (matinee) 
June 4, 5, 6, 7 (matinee)

Burton Leavitt Theatre
779 Main Street
Willimantic, CT 06226
 860-423-2245
Thursday shows start at 7:30 p.m., 
doors open at 7 p.m.
Matinee shows start at 2 p.m., 
doors open at 1:30 p.m.
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860-928-1562

450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 

“The Vanilla Bean Café in Pomfret is one of those
rare places that truly has something for everyone...

Oh, yes - the food is truly delicious, too.”
- The Hartford Courant

www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com

Yankee Magazine Editors’ Pick
Connecticut’s Best Country Café
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Real
Good
Whole FOOD

daily specials
beer & wine
kids menu

breakfast
lunch & dinner

“To Bean or 
not to Bean...?”
...is it really a question?

Celebrating 25 Years 
1989 - 2014

Yankee Magazine’s - Travel Guide to New England
“One of the outstanding reasons to visit New England.”

“This impossibly funky Connecticut restau-
rant is full of character (and characters),

and is truly in a class by itself.”
www.HiddenBoston.com 

Entertainment Every Saturday Night

Find energy solutions for business.
Call 877-WISE-USE (877-947-3873) 

Or visit: EnergizeCT.com

Whether you run a home or a business, Energize Connecticut has programs 
and financing that can help you use less energy _ and lower your energy  
bill. Sign up for an in-home or on-site energy assessment, and trained  
professionals will help you make your home or business more energy  
efficient. Everything from energy-efficient lighting to appliances and  
equipment can all lower 
your energy use _ and  
save you money every 
month. Rebates and new 
construction incentives  
are also available.

Money-Saving Solutions 
for Home and Business

Energize Connecticut helps you save money and use clean energy.  
It is an initiative of the Energy Efficiency Fund, the Clean Energy  
Finance and Investment Authority, the State, and your local electric 
and gas utilities, with funding from a charge on customer energy bills.



Feast For the eyes

Feast From the Farm

artists’ open studios  northeast connecticut

golden lamb buttery  brooklyn

mystic.org

Shop the unique boutiques and art galleries in the afternoon, then dine at an award-winning eatery in the evening. 
Northeastern Connecticut gives you a mix of nature, culture, relaxation and exhilaration - all so close together and so 
close to you. Find more northeast Connecticut adventures at mystic.org.                                      



Your small business is a very big deal to us at Savings Institute Bank & Trust. In fact, it’s precisely why we

developed Velocity small business lending – term loans and lines of credit designed to get you the financial

flexibility you need. Right now. With Velocity, you can borrow up to $100,000 at extremely competitive rates

– and you get your money fast. How fast? Walk in on a Wednesday and you could be signing the papers by

Friday. It’s simple: By eliminating excess paperwork, your small business gets the treatment it deserves.

You can even payoff the debt sooner without a prepayment penalty. So put Velocity to work for you.

800-423-0142    S A V I N G S I N S T I T U T E . C O M

Member FDIC         Equal Housing Lender

The Capital 
You Need. 
Now. 

Velocity 
Small Business 
Lending

“The staff at the Westerly branch 
listened to us and introduced us 
to a lending specialist at Savings
Institute Bank & Trust and found 
a solution. It all worked – and 
it worked so quickly with the 
Velocity Loan product.”

Tina Slesiona, M.S., PT, 

Westerly Physical Therapy at Wilcox Park

www.savingsinstitute.com
(860) 423.4581 • (800) 423.0142

(outside local area)
Member FDIC
Equal Housing Lender


